
 

 

 

 
 
Under the above Drainage Board's Byelaws consent to discharge any surface water and/or treated 
effluent into any watercourse is required by the Board before any development can commence.  
 
To cover the cost of dealing with the increased rate of discharge from the impervious area created 
by the development, the Board has resolved to require a development levy from all developers as a 
condition of giving consent.  
 
Unless flow regulation works are undertaken on the site, levies will be required in accordance with 
the following:- 
 
Singular properties will be charged at £647 per property, per plot not taking into account the 
calculations below.   This charge will be increased annually in line with RPI.  
 
Impermeable area bands 
 

Band Additional impermeable area discharging to a watercourse 
(ha) 

Contribution Rate 
(£/ha) 

 is greater than (>) And less than or equal to (<)  

A1 0 5 156,454 
A2 5 10 130,725 
A3 10 15 112,363 
A4 15 20 94,003 
A5 20 25 75,642 
A6 25 N/A 49,912 

 
Surface Water Development Contribution (SWDC) Rates 
 
Prior written consent is required from the Board where a development will result in an increase in 
the rate or volume of flows in any watercourse, and one of the conditions imposed as part of any 
such approval is the payment of a development contribution to the Board.   Where the discharge 
rate is unrestricted, the contribution is calculated by multiplying the increase in the site’s 
impermeable area by the Board’s standard charging rate per impermeable hectare. 
 
Where there is an attenuated discharge from a site to a watercourse, a development contribution 
will still be due to the Board, but in these circumstances, the contribution due will be calculated based 
on one of the “bands”, as shown in the table below:- 
 

Equivalent run-off rate (litres/second/hectare): SWDC rate (as % of full contribution rate): 
0 to 1.4 3% 
1.4 to 5 10% 
5 to 10 15% 
10 to 15 20% 
15 to 20 25% 
20 to 25 30% 
25 to 30 35% 
30 to 35 40% 
35 to 40 45% 
40 to 45 50% 
45 to 50 55% 
50 to 55 59% 
55 to 60 63% 
60 o 65 67% 
65 to 70 71% 
70 to 75 75% 
75 to 80 79% 
80 to 85 83% 
85 to 90 87% 
90 to 95 91% 
95 to 100 95% 
100 to N/A 100% 

 

 
DEVELOPMENT LEVIES 

1st April 2024 to 31st March 2025 



 

 

 
 
 
 
Where private dykes require improvement to cater for development run-off the improvement 
must be carried out by the developer at his own cost.   Details of the proposed improvement 
must be approved by the Board.   If the developer encounters difficulties in obtaining consent 
from the adjoining owners to carry out such necessary work, the Board may be prepared to 
carry out such work using their powers under the Land Drainage Act 1991 with the costs being 
recovered from the developer.  
 
All discharge rates will require the prior approval and agreement of the Board. 
Acceptable rates will be assessed on a catchment basis and the capacity of the receiving 
watercourse to accept any increased flows. 
 
 


